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before; and just so is it with philosophy. The mo-
ment a broad principle is educed and brought into
the light of a scientific fact, we can at once apply
it to every branch of human knowledge; we can
clear away with it a thousand errors or absurdities
which cluster around the regions of unpliilosophical
thinking; and, by its suggestion, can point out the
way to new developments of noblest truth. Phi-
losophy, we say, is the last and clearest utterance
of every age; it strips- off the symbols in which
truth is embodied ancl too often concealed; it clears
away the errors and prejudices which encompass
the mere spontaneous efforts of the human mind;
it brings the real ancl universal intuitions of every
age into the region of pure thinking; it gives a
logical order and reflective validity to our know-
ledge; and thus, having received its primary material
from the common reason of mankind, in its turn
re-acts upon it, and prepares it for a still higher and
fuller development hereafter. Action and re-action
is the law of the universe; it is by this law that
our intuitions ancl onr logical understanding become
mutually more and more perfect; and the history
of this whole progress towards perfection is that
which we term philosophy.

TV. We nowcome to a fourth proposition, namely,
That the final appeal for the truth, which philosophy
embodies, must be the universal reason or the
" common consciousness" of mankind. Here, at
length, we approach the main point to which all
the preceding remarks have been directed, that,